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Ms. MarchelleR. Uyeda
3990-AHoku Avenue
Honolulu,HI 96816

DearMs. Uyeda:

Thankyou for your letterof December18, 2005,
propertytax burdenon you andtheresidentsofHawaii.
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expressingyourconcernsaboutthe~al

I amvery sensitiveto situationssuchasyoursandamveryconcernedaboutthetax
burdenplacedon ourresidents.However,I mustinform you thattherealpropertytax reliefcan
only begivenby theCity andCountyof Honolulu,sincerealpropertytax mattersarestrictly
underthecontrolof theCity andCounty. You mentionthat you havealreadywrittento the
Mayor, the City Council andyourrepresentative,andI encourageyou to continueto
communicatewith yourcity officials asany changesto city ordinancesmustbeinitiated atthe
city governmentlevel. A copyof your letterto mewill be forwardedto MayorMufi Hannemann
andmembersof theHonoluluCity Councilwho canlook into yourconcernsandproperly
addressthem.

Thankyou for informing meof yourconcerns.

Sincerely,

LINDA LNGLE~

c: 1TheHonorableMufi Hannemann,Mayor
‘/ Chairand Membersof theHonolulu City Council

LINDA LINGLE
eOvER NOR

iv~isc.Corn. No. ~O294
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December18, 2005

HonorableGovernorLindaLingle
ExecutiveChambers
StateCapitol
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

RE: RealPropertyTaxesI TMK: 330120110000

I know why islandresidentsrelocateto otherstates— theycan’t afford to own ahomeherein theislands.
I alsoknow why wehavea homelesspopulation— thosethat havehomescanno longerafford to~ythe
propertytax. I might soonjoin them. I do not want to relocateandI do notwant to live on thestreets.

I ancgoingto appealmy 28%increasein theassessedvalueofmy propertyfor 2006. If I don’t, I will payan
estimated$4,856.88in propertytaxes.I shouldhavebut did not appealthe83%increasein theassessedvalue
of my propertyfor 2005.Why?BecausewhenI telephonedthetax office, I spoketo atax appraiserwho told
methatmy taxeswentup becauseI built anewhome.And thatI would personallyneedto researchtherecent
salesin my area,obtainandpay for my own appraiser,andprovethat my assessedvaluewasmorethan10%of
themarketvalue.And I would needto do all ofthat in a 30-daytime frame! At thetime, I thoughtit wasjust
toomuchwork to do andmoreoutofpocketexpenses.I triedadifferentapproach— I wrote totheMayorbut
thatdidn’t help. Sonow I amwriting to you. I alsowrote to theCity Council andtherepresentativesin my area.

I first thought,okay, thepricefor building a newhouse— moretaxes.Not fair butjust budgetandwe’ll be fine.
But now another28%increase.Whatwill the increasebe in 2007?And 2008?And 2009?I feelhomeowners
arethefirst to be pickedon. Thecity andthestatemustfeel that if you canown a home,youmusthavemoney,
whenin-fact, all homeownershavemortgages.It is the investorthat hasmoney.Go afterthem.

I wasbornin 1962 andraisedon this property.My family lived in thebackandmy grandparentslived in the
front. I understandthatthepropertycannotbe sub-divided.I can’tsell thefront andjust live in theback.I left
thefamily homein 1988whenI got married.I startedon my own with a condoin McCully andthenmy
husbandandI movedto a townhousein Hawaii Kai. With thepassingof my fatherin 2002, 1 becametheowner
of theproperty,which by theway still had a mortgageon it — a pretlyhigh onein my opinion.It’s not like
gettingthehouseandlot freejust becauseeveryonein thefamily is dead.By the endof2003,my husbandandI
could no longerafford two mortgagesso we decidedto sell the townhouseandmovebackto Kaimuki. Permits
on thepropertywill showthat we demolishedthebackhouseandbuilt a newhome.And wedecided,build
onceandneverdo it again,sowe spentall of our resourcesanddid it ourway.

I believetheoriginal housewasbuilt backin 1 948 or 1949. 1 would think thecity would 1* happyif the
homeownermaintainsorrebuildsa dwelling insteadof letting it rundown andfall apa~gFeb~dingpermiton
file will show$200,000.00.Hereis what I know:

C C

Year AssessedValue Taxes Percentofchange
2002 $431,600.00 $1,575.34
2003 $581,800.00 $2,181.75 34% -o
2004 $568,800.00 $2,133.00 -4%
2005 $1,040,900.00 $3,903.38 83%
2006 $1,332,500.00 $4,846.88estimated 28%

How doesyourassessedvaluego from $568,800.00to $1,040,900.00whenyou built a homethat costlessthan
$200,000.00?Ii’s a singlelevel 2-bedroom,2-bathhousewith an enclosedgarage.Our paydoesnot increase
by 83%or even28%a year.If I hadknownthis would happen,I should havejust pitcheda tent. Doyou think
my assessedvaluehavegonedown?And did I mentionthat my streethasno sidewalks?
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We aretoo muchin debtto sell theproperty.But we don’t want to sell. I want to live hereon thefamily
propertyuntil I die. I think whenyou apply for a building permit; you shouldbewarnedthat building ahome
would morethandoubleyourtaxes.I hadto pay thecity $2,771.00to getpermissionto build on my land! That
wasa shockto me atthetime. I nowwill pay a total increaseof 111%in taxesfor ahomebuilt lessthan2
yearsago! Did yourpropertytax increaseby that muchtoo?Somethingis definitelywrong.Therewasa home
herebeforewebuilt. We payto knock downtheold house.Wepay to build anewhome.And now wecontinue
to pay moretaxeseveryyear.And howmanypropertytax exemptionsareofferedto me?Justone!

Pleaseexplainto mewhymy propertytax keepsgoingup?We did keepthefront houseandhavedonemuchto
maintainthathouseasan affordablerental.We don’t want to increasetherentbut will needto soonif thetaxes
go up 28%everyyear.Boththehomeownerand therenterwill sufferbecauseofthis constantincrease.

Weneedhelpplease!We feelthat theequationshouldhavebeenat themost$568,000.00plus $200,000.00to
equal$768,800.00in total propertyvalue. If you needmoremoneyin this state,pleasefind anotherwayto tax
everyonefairly. We stoppedgoingout to movies.We no longerdineat goodrestaurants.In fact,wejust do take
outwhich savesmoneyon thetipping. We’re on yourstatisticallist ofunhealthypeople.It costwaytoo much
to buy groceriesand cook at home.McDonalds,TacoBell, andL&L Drive Inn arebargains.Themoneysaved
from eatingfast food is going towardsthepaymentof ourtaxes.We’vecut cornersasmuchaspossible.We’ve
beenusingcouponsfor years.Upnext I think is to stopdonationsto thechurch,thevariouscharities,andthose
in needat time of disasters.Thenit will be no Christmaspresentsfor family andfriends.

Wheredoesmy propertytax moneygo?It doesnot helpwith thesewerfees; I paythat to theBoardofWater
Supply.My electricbill keepsgoing up too andwehardlycook, soyou arenot sharingmy taxeswith the
electriccompany.I haveneverseenmy streetrepaved.I don’t evenwant thesidewalks.Canyou imaginehow
muchmoremy taxeswould increaseif thereweresidewalks?I truly feel that my situationis totally unfairand
shouldbe reviewedfurtherbut not at my expense.ShouldI not beableto live at thefamily home?If my
grandparentswere alivetheywould freakto knowthat thesimple landwith two dwellingstheypurchasedway
backwhenis now worthover a million dollars! I don’t feel it’s worth thatmuch.I would not paythat muchif I
wasin themarketto buy. Theneighborsareall thesamefrom whenI waslittle, sowho decidedon this
ridiculousamount?I can’t find any recentsaleson my street.Did you everthink oftaxingtheoneswho
purchase,fix up, andsell just to makea profit?Thereshouldbe somekind ofrelief for ahomeownerthat stays
on their propertyyearafteryear.This would helpthosethat aretruly homeownersandnot the investorswho
keepjackingup themarketvalueandmakinghugeprofits. Soit’s backto budgeting— again.But I fearthetime
will comewhenI will havenothingleft to cut backon, and thenI will eitherhaveto relocateto anotherstateor
be a statisticon oneof your streets.

Thankyou foryour time.

Sincerely,

MarchelleR. UyedafHomeOwner
3990-A HokuAvenue
Honolulu,Hawaii 96816
Phone:737-7535(home)1941-8557ext. 232 (business)


